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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church ¢ Basking Ridge, NJ

January 1, 2008

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

140 S. Finley Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
(908) 766-9058
(908) 766-9059 Fax
stmarks.br@verizon.net

(908) 766-0510

Rector: The Rev. Joanna Graham

Lois Buesser
Bill Corson

Organist:
Music Director:

(908) 903-0702 |

Lion’s Roar Editor:
E-mail: lionsroar@verizon.net

Services

Sundays

8:00 a.m. Holy Communion (Rite I)

10:00 a.m. Holy Communion (Rite II)
and Sunday School with Nursery Care

Wednesdays

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion (Rite II)

in the Chapel

(See enclosed calendar for variations |
to weekly services.)

Parish Office Hours:
Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Parish Administrators:
(908) 766-9058

Ann Millan & Martha Heiner V

Sexton: Dan McCollum

Charlotte Wells
Bill Barkhorn

Postulant:
Verger:

From the Desk of the Reverend Joanna D. Graham

....Magi from the East arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the newborn
king of the Jews?

We saw his star at its rising

and have come to do him homage." (Matthew 2: 1-2)

The Feast of the Epiphany, or revelation of Christ to the Gentiles is observed
on January 6. The season of Epiphany is a time for remembering the recog-
nition of Jesus as God by many people, among them the magi, John The
Baptist, Jesus' disciples, and Christians in every age, including our own. It is
also a time for remembering the signs of Jesus that revealed his presence to
the people. The beauty of the manifestation to the whole world is that when
we see Christ we are seeing God.

The three wisemen or magi (people who studied the movement of the stars
to interpret their meaning) set their sights on a star that lead them on a jour-
ney of faith and discovery. They found baby Jesus lying in a manger and they
worshiped him. The Epiphany calls us to set our sights on the "star" of God
which will lead us to a deeper faith, joy and peace.

"What are the stars that you follow in your life-----what 'signs' do you find
yourself paying the most attention to?" Do you need to re-chart your course?

May our paths be illuminated by God as we journey with the Magi to Bethle-
hem and into a new year filled with hope.

Blessings and Peace,
Rev. Joanna
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Coming Soon....the new St. Mark’s Website!

We are in the process of revamping and revising the current St. Mark’s website with an expected launch of the new site

in January / February 2008.

We would love your involvement in helping to create content for our new site. This would involve some writing
(describing aspects of our church), some collaborating (working with vestry members and other lay leadership), and if
you were interested, some updating of the site going forward to keep the information current.

A good, strong website is not only important as a communication tool for the congregation, it is an important compo-
nent in our Search Process. Often, this is the first place a potential new rector will go to get a “flavor” of our church.

Wouldn't you like to help?

Please contact Nancy Opremcak at 908-221-9165 or nancy.c.opremcak@accenture.com.

LAUGHTER IN THE PEWS

e

... WHILE SHEPHERDS

WASHED THEIR

SO0CKS BY NIGHT....

-~

SMAFTS is Coming!!

The St. Mark's Annual Family Talent Show
is here again this year. Sunday evening,
January 20th, at 7pm. Join the talent!

Find me somewhere soon and sign up!

Bill Corson 908 903 0702 or email me at:
wcorsonstmarksl.br@verizon.net.

We will be hosting a potluck supper at 6pm
in the parish hall and then will have the
"talent" in the Sanctuary at 7pm.

Come perform.... or just come
attend this fun fellowship event!

Bill Corson
Director of Music

CONOVER

The congregation so looks forward to Donna Lee’s
leading the Junior Choir in its choral preludes.
The voices? Like little angels. The lyrics? Priceless.
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2008 Events Calendar

Please mark your calendars for two of our annual events this

Spring! Our Rummage Sale will take place on two days this year,
April 11 and 12th. Please contact Anabelle Wilmer at 580-0128 if you
are interested in helping. Our popular Dinner Auction will be held on
May 10th, Mother's Day Weekend. Please contact Lauran Corson at
903-0700 if you are interested in helping. Stay tuned for updates
about this year's theme and exciting plans for a great evening.

Lauran Corson
Events Chair

Cash Donations To St. Marks

The IRS now requires arecord of all charitable donations. For
parishioners: in the future please identify any cash contribution by
using a numbered church envelope, or use any envelope and include
your name. Your church contribution statement will include your
contribution for the designated activity.

Finance Report as of 11-30-07

A summary of St. Mark’s operating statement is included below.

We are below Pledge budget by $33,116. Other donations that
include Rummage and September Song were closer to their
target. Below budget expenses resulted from less personnel,
lower outreach and the $8,200 quarterly diocese third quarter
contribution deferral until December. The diocese is providing
strong support to our interim process and rector search plan-
ning.

Actual Budget Variance

2007 Pledges $183,551 $216,667 $-33,116
Other Donations 100,786 106,500 -5,714
Total Receipts 284,336 323,167 -38.831
Total Expenses 307,617 337,092 -27.475
Net $-23.281 $13925 $-9,356

Please review your pledge and capital campaign commitment
and if needed bring it in line by year end and/or consider an ad-
ditional contribution for this year if your personal financial situa-
tion permits. Your pledge and donations are not only critical as
we move forward with our rector search, but will also determine
the strength of our financial profile for any future candidate re-
view. Your support is greatly appreciated for this past and the
New Year.

————————————
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2007 Vestry

Senior Warden
Jim Martucci 604-2256

Junior Warden
Jim Nishimura 647-5290

Buildings& Grounds
Bruce Walker 604-9151
Paul Chiappetta 766-6776
Christian Education

Lorri Layton 696-1748
Youth Ministry

Dan Greenleaf 766-7313

I nreach/Fellowship

Dawn Knill 630-9116
Outreach

Bill Schmidt 604-0535
Finance

David Moore 542-0652
Stewardship

Jeff West 953-8115

Wor ship

Marilyn Lyga 766-5880
Events

Lauran Corson 903-0700
Member ship

Jackie Kahle 766-0502
Communications/Office Administration
Nancy Opremcak 221-9165
Warden Emeritus

Buck Kirch 647-3599
Treasurer

Buck Kirch 647-3599
Recording Treasurers
Margaret Murphy 766-4126
Jack Smythe 953-0078

Everyoneisinvited to participate in the
4 commission meetings. Please contact the
§ vestry representative for more information.
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¥, January 2008

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 5
Chapel H.C.
9am
Office Closed
6 4 8 9 10 11 12
8amRitel Chapel H.C.
10am Rite |1 9am
Take-down of
decorationin
church—1pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8am Rite | Ridge Oak Chapel H.C.
10am Rite |1 10:30 9am
Worship 6:30
Finance 7:45
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8amRite | Chapel H.C.
10am Ritell 9am
SMAFTS—
7pm Vestry Mtg
7:15
27 28 29 30 31
8am Rite | Chapel H.C.
1l0amRitell Oam
“Takeafriend
to Church”
Annual Meet-
1 ing after 10am
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January L 25 gt
Birthdays
1/1 Molly Williams
1/3 Carleigh Matthews
1/4 Linda Saccone
Robert Schmidt
Laura Taylor
1/5 Jonathan Behrins
1/6 June Rose
Lauren Saccone
1/7 Emerson Kuehne
1/9 Christopher Hale
1/10 Francis Sanchez
1/11  John Barnett
Norm Graff
Nancy Wojnar
1/14 Andrew Gilbert
1/15 Ryan Lizotte
1/16 Everett Jania
1/17 DanaGilbert
Lauren Keenan
1/18 Brody Carson
1/19 Webb Winter
Stan Holcomb
1/20 Katie Lyga
1/21 Gordon Ahalt
1/21 George Travis
1/22 Julie Corson
David Henderson
1/23 Claire Buesser
1/23 Dev Ittycheria
1/27 Libby West
1/28 Dottie Dauernheim
1/30 Larry Rose

Miyako Urbas

OUTREACH
for St. Mark’s

The Soup Kitchen Project is alwayslooking for help as servers, food buy-
ers or preparers. Contact Kit McLaughlan at 908.221.1858.

Meals on Wheels isin need of leadership. Please contact Bill Schmidt at
908.580.1259.

The Jersey’s Battered Women'’s Service project is being rejuvenated.
Please contact Betsy Coffin to help or learn more the program at 908.766.0158.

Curbing Hunger, Inc. islooking for help on Fund Raising. Interested and
want to check it out? Contact Chuck Knill at 908.630.9116.

Thinking of Shelters and Habitats, like to saw and hammer, paint, etc.?
Contact Bill Schmidt at 908.580.1259. Y ou can help in the planning and/or in the
projects.

Every three months Bishop Janes hosts homeless per sonsincluding home-
less children for one week. Bishop Janes provides breakfast, dinner and overnight
lodging at their church facilities in cooperation with the New Jersey Division of Hu-
man Services. St. Mark’ s has helped in the past, usually serving meals. If you
would like to help the homeless, it doesn’t get any closer; please contact Bill Schmidt
at 908.580.1259.

(Seefull program list on page 9)

Scholarships!

The New Outlook Pioneersis offering a scholarship to students with disabilities. The
scholarship isfor mentally or physically handicapped students requiring tuition sup-
port. The awards will be up to $2,500.

To request an application please contact Jack Smythe, 908-953-0078.
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-Prayersyou can say in one breath-

BREATH PRAYERS

Lord, baptize me with love

Jesus, let me receive your grace

Reveal my sin, O Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit, live in me today

Lord do in me everything you need to do so you
can do through me everything you want to do
Open my eyes, Lord that | might see you

O God, | feel empty. Pleasefill me

Thank you, Lord for the beauty | see all around
me.

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive my praise
Keep me close to your heart, Jesus

Holy Spirit, guide my steps

Lord, I’'m leaning on your everlasting arms

Shed your love abroad in my heart, O God

Dear Jesus, | receive your yoke on my life

| can do all things through Christ who strengthens
me

O Lord, let me feel your presence

Thank you, Lord for loving me so completely

| believe, O Lord. Help Thou mine unbelief

My soul hungers & thirsts for God. Come quickly,
Lord Jesus.

| long to draw near to you, Lord. Draw me.

O God of compassion, have mercy on me

Holy Spirit, lead me into the truth and keep my lips
from lying

| choose to follow you in all my ways

O Lord, you are my treasure.

Teach me faith, O God, and grant me hope

Fill my heart with your compassion, O Lord

L et no unwholesome word proceed from my
mouth.

| am weary, God. Please fill me with Holy Spirit
energy.

Teach me Thy ways, O Lord

Bless The Lord, O my soul, let all that iswithin me
bless His holy Namel!

| loveyou, Lord. | loveyou, Lord

Make me atree of life and water my spirit

Lord, help meto be strong in this situation

Teach me gentleness, Father

Gracious Master, remove my fear

Lord Jesus, help me feel loved

Holy Spirit, thank you for living in me

Let my words and thoughts be pleasing to you
Praise you, my Lord Jesus. | love you

Fill me with your Spirit, O God

Lord, please lead me right now into the path ever-
lasting.

Lord, help meto speak life and truth

Holy Sprit, protect me from the evil one

Dear God, lead me according to your will

O God, bless me indeed and increase my influence
for you

Keep Thy hand upon me, O Lord, and let not the
evil one cause me pain

My soul is hungry, O God. Feed me, | pray
Lord, | am weak. Make me strong

I lift my face to you, O God. Y ou are my help
Just for today, Lord, grant me a pure heart

Draw me nearer to you, Lord Jesus

| worship you, The Almighty, my everlasting Fa-
ther.

There is none like you, O God. You are full of maj-
esty and grace.

Lord, let your love pour over me likerain

Make me feel securein your love, O God

Drive away my fears and fill me with light

My hopeisinyou, Lord. | am satisfied

Grant me your peace, O God

O Lord, | ask for wisdom and courage

May your will be done in my life today

Father, lead me to walk in the light right now
Deliver me, O God, from all that would oppress me
and bring me shame and sorrow

Reveal to me, O Lord, your will in this matter
Lord Jesus, let me see through your eyes

O God, grant me a heart full of tender mercy
Thereis none like you, O God, you are a mighty
fortress unto me

I worship you, O Lord. Make me more like you
Make me pure in heart that | might see you
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Notes from your Profile Commission:

Thank you to everyone who filled out a parish survey. We received 108 completed adult surveys and 33 children's sur-
veys. Paige Pioppi has created a database, entered the data, and will have an analysis of the data which will be pre-
sented for discussion at the upcoming cottage meetings.

Here are a few highlights from Paige's preliminary tabulations:
Nearly everyone has a positive or very positive view of St. Mark's.
Nearly everyone would recommend St. Mark's to a friend.
The music program is important to people and is delivering on the level of importance.
Growing the church is important - welcoming members, new member events.
Fellowship activities are rated very highly - there is a desire to connect to one another at St. Mark's.

One of the qualities desired in a rector (that is in clear agreement as "important") is dedication to high caliber and
quality of Christian education for youth.

Over 95% of the people who have completed the survey are pledging members. Most agree that we could do better
in stewardship.

The children's surveys reflect a wide sampling of the ages of our youth. They enjoy being with their families at church,
being involved in Sunday School, choir and outreach projects, and attending everything under the heading of "social
events". Most of the respondents would tell people that we are nice at St. Mark's. The traits most often asked for in our
new Rector are: kindness, respectfulness, humor and friendliness.

Please sign up for a cottage meeting on the schedule board in the narthex. Each meeting is limited to 8 guests, plus
hosts.

Here are the dates and times:
Monday, January 14 - 10:00am at Buesser's (in Boonton)
Tuesday, January 15 - 7:30pm at Knill's
Friday, January 18 - 7:30pm at Defeo's
Sunday, January 20 - 7:00pm at Lyga's
Wednesday, January 23 - 7:00pm at Schmidt's
Friday, January 25 — 7:30pm at Layton's

There will also be cottage meetings available Sunday, Jan. 20 and 27 at 11:30 at the church - up to 3 locations for 3
groups. (Chapel, Heritage Room, Library)

We are also collecting photographs of church activities suitable for use on our CD and website. Digital photo-
graphs are preferred. You may email them to Marylea Schmidt at: morschmidt@att.com

If you have paper photographs of events at St. Mark's, please label with your name and submit them to our "Profile
Photos" basket in the narthex.

You are the voice of St. Mark's, and you are the future. We'll see you at a cottage meeting.

Anne Post, Profile Chair
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Vestry and Convention Delegate Nominations

The Nominating Committee, appointed by the Vestry, has spent the last several weeks creating the slate of candidates which will
stand for election at the Annual Meeting in January. As mentioned in last month's Lions Roar, we were hoping to present a slate
which included more candidates than positions to befilled. Thiswould have brought usin line with the vast majority of the
churchesin the Diocese. Aswith anything new, this was met with some resistance by prospective candidates, and ultimately we
were unsuccessful in this endeavor. Nevertheless, the candidates we are presenting are all talented and hard working people, and
we thank them for their willingness to serve our congregation in thiscritical period aswe transition from one Rector to another.
Herewith the candidates:

Junior Warden: Buck Kirch

Vestry 3-year term: Betsy Coffin, Tom DeFeo, Neil McLaughlan, Teri Passarello

Vestry 1-year term: Paul Chiappetta

Delegates to Convention and Convocation: Bill Schmidt, Marylea Schmidt

Alternate Delegates to Convention and Convocation: Jackie Kahle, Doug Post

(Under the By-Laws, one Warden is automatically a Delegate to Convention. If he cannot attend the other Warden is expected to
dosoin hisplace).

Also according to the By-Laws, nominations by petition may be made in writing by any five (5) or more qualified voters not later
than Monday following Christmas week in form of petition available in the narthex or on request. The petition shall include desig-
nation of the office, the nominee, and the same identifying material as presented in the biographies that follow, and signatures of
the nominators and the nominee. The nominee(s) must be qualified voters, and any nominee for Warden must have previously
served two (2) years on St. Mark's Vestry. The Nominating Committee shall read nominations by petition at the annual parish
meeting following presentation of the slate Nominations from the floor are not permitted. AsChristmasison a Tuesday thisyear,
the deadline is Monday, December 31, 2007.

Besty Coffin: | have been a member of St. Mark's church for 18 years and alife long Episcopalian. While at St. Mark's, | have
taught Sunday School for both my children's classes for about ten years, have co-chaired the rummage sale four times, and have
partnered in the production of the creche service four times. | have had the opportunity to work at the food bank, and becomein-
volved in various fund raisers throughout our time at St. Marks.

| currently work for the Central NJ Maternal and Child Health Consortium, managing the evaluation teams, and family support
programs for six countiesin the State's Early Intervention program. | received a BA in Sociology from the University of Delaware
and amasters degree in Public Administration from Seton Hall University My husband Bill and | have two children, Caroline a
freshman in college, and Nicholas ajunior in High Schoal.

Tom DeFeo:

My wife Sharon and | have been members of the church since 1992. We have two children, Spencer age 15 and Morgan age 12.
We have lived in the Liberty Corner section of town since 1988. Although | have not served on the Vestry, | have been involved
with many of the church functions and activities including the rummage sale, brunches, auction dinners, fall and spring clean up,
ushering and most recently the personnel committee. | have managed my own business, Tom DeFeo Pools, a swimming pool and
spaservice company, since 1990.

Buck Kirch: Buck KirchisaNew Jersey native and along time resident of Basking Ridge. Upon completion of military service,
Buck and hiswife Ellen, aformer Plainfield first grade teacher, moved to Goltra Drive in 1969. Buck's career was primarily spent
in sales and marketing positions with retailers, distributors, and manufacturersin the furniture industry.

Asan antidote for retirement, he currently works for AAA; and has become expert at telling travelers, and others, exactly where to
go and how to get there. Buck and Ellen have two grown children. Ned, his wife Susan, and son Trevor reside in Albuquerque
while Steven livesin Greensboro, North Carolina. His community service has included membership in Kiwanis and stints as Cub-
master, as Boy Scout committee chairman, and as areally lame soccer coach.

Buck has been amember of Saint Mark's since 1975. He has served on the Vestry, as Warden, as an Usher and for over nineteen
years, as Treasurer. And, still, no one knows hisreal first name.

Neil MclL aughlan:
Born and raised in New Jersey, | graduated from Y ale and received an M.B.A. From Harvard. My business career wasin retail as
anational merchandise manager for JC Penney and as a vice president for sales and marketing in alarge hosiery company.

(Continued on page9)
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(Continued from page8)

| have three adopted children, two daughters and one son. Kit and | have avery close relationship with my children. And now we
have five grandchildren that keep opening our eyesto new ideas.

Now that | am retired | am able to pursue my interestsin golf and playing the piano. Music hasfilled my life with joy, challenge
and inspiration. Travel isalso part of our retirement, especially to Costa Rica.

My religious background was Presbyterian. Becoming an Episcopalian occurred after our move to Basking Ridge five years ago.
Selecting achurch to attend involved visiting the churchesin and around Basking Ridge. Assoon aswe attended a service at St.
Mark's we knew this was the church to join. 1n 2007 | was accepted into the Episcopal Church.

| have participated in many St. Mark's events (usually cleaning up) and of course the Rummage Sale. For the past two years | have
been playing the piano at the 8am Service.

St. Mark’s Outreach Summary
Current Programs and Coordinators

HUNGER

Crop Walk — Anne Post 908.766.6621
and Robert Buesser 973.316.5175
Curbing Hunger, Inc. — Bill Schmidt
908.580.1259
Food Pantry, Somerville — Betsy Coffin
908.766.0158
M eals on Wheels — OPEN
(Williams, Begg, Kress)
Morristown Soup Kitchen — Kit McLaughlan
908.221.1858
Morristown Mission —Jim and Paige Pioppi
908.604.4232
Serving Meals during Holidays
Turkey Drivewith B'nai |srael—

HEALTH

Blood Drive — Mary Urbas 908.630.9012

Bryan’s Dream — Opremcak 908.221.9165

Hospice/Home Care—Kit McLaughlan
908.221.1858

Jersey’s Battered Women’s Service —
Betsy Coffin 908.766.0158

Mary Urbas 908.630.9012
SPIRIT SHELTER
Diocese of NJ Coordination— OPEN Habitat for Humanity - OPEN
Millennium Proj ect- OPEN Raritan Valley
Ministry, Episcopal Church of Jerusalem Rev. Joanna Morris

Graham 908.766.9058

Prison Mission - OPEN

Appaachian— Marilyn Lyga 908.766.5880
With Liberty Presbyterian

SHARING

Holiday Adopt -A-Family — Lyga 908.766.5880
Thanksgiving— Lyga and Moore
Christmas Baskets— Bev and Jennifer Moore
732.809.1215
Easter — OPEN
Interfaith Hospitality Network — OPEN
Call Dottie Benjamin 908.647.0575 at
Bishop Janes United Methodist Church

COMFORT & JOY

Creche Service, Children’s Clothes —

Jim and Paige Pioppi 908.604.4232
Dressfor Success—

Lorri Layton 908.696.1748
Seamen’s | nstitute — Anne Post 908.766.6621
Unicef - Laura and Greg Begg 908.204.9292
Valentinesfor NJ Troops —

Paula Roper 908.508.1864




January

Date Layreaders Crucifer Greeters Ushers
01/06/2008
8:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch David Moore Paul Chiapetta

10:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Roger Conover The Phillips Family Kit McLaughlin Jim Pioppi
P&Ch Jeanne Wyatt Mickey Ahalt Greg Begg
LR 2 Jackie Kahle

01/13/2008

8:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Jack Smythe

10:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Marylea Schmidt The Gogerty Family | Annabelle Wilmer Tom DeFeo

P&Ch Don Kress Barbara Hughes Diane Rozzelle
LR 2 Stuart Pasquale
01/20/2008
8:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Doug Post Jim DeCoste
10:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Kathleen Aregood The Barkhorn Family| Nancy Brangaccio Larry Rose

P&Ch Roger Conover Jackie Kahle Jim Nishimura
LR 2 Sean Gogerty

01/27/08

8:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Bill Barkhorn John Wojnar

10:00 a.m. (HC) L&Ch Ted Roper Bryan Knill Dawn Knill Don Wells
P&Ch Richard Aregood Marion Gaydos Bruce Walker

LR 2

Lauran Corson
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Please let us know of any updatesto your address, phone number,
email, etc. Thank you!




